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This study aims to illustrate how the essential principle of topic sentences holds,
exploring the function of the topic particle wa. Topic sentences with the sentence-
ending noun, including noun-concluding construction sentence and eel-sentence
(Unagi bun), are considered from a new viewpoint, and their essence will be
clarified.

First, wa does not indicate the logical case relation between the topic and the
sentence-ending noun, but just combines them. In this paper, with the new
concepts of topic-network and Saucer-word, the principle that the latter (noun) is
extracted and comes out from Element-information contained in the former
(information-network) is tentatively established. As soon as wa bundles
information a speaker wants to convert into the topic, the topic-network will be
created in an instant in his/her mind and a variety of Element-information will be
connected reciprocally and networked in it.

Element-information contained in the topic-network which a speaker wants to
describe most is extracted and put at the end of sentences as a noun (Saucer-word).
An eel-sentence is also realized to be the same type of topic sentence, and the
same principle can be applied to it. That is, an eel is just the element information
having been taken into the topic boku (me) when the speaker thinks of ordering
some food looking over a menu. Showing that the same simplified principle also
properly explains Headline-construction (Midashi kobun) will let the prototype of
topic sentences be more flawlessly set up. In this way, the essential function of wa
is also illustrated in this paper.
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12, BIESCRIEAT L BN E R o TwbE END, ZLT, QI2BWT [4EHE
VAT IEEARET Cld e <, TREBZANEICATC) L) BRI, Wb b [TKA
7] VL R b, BB, CERAFOMTIZOWTIE, FE1989), fiH
(1996) 123 L <, ARMTEEBECHZANTLZ LIZL, HITERBOMREFILAVWTSE
<o

5L, WD &S A TRE LS (HER 2012) %, Q)& RIS, EECICHRT S
YiEETH L LR D,



RERO LN BT 5 TR & R & OBIRIZOWT 159

(4) AV ¥ =) =T DA FU—EFENBERETT,

(5) SRMFEET, Hi-%BEX T,

RKEETIE, 29 LERRVIZENRTWE WL D008 4 7OLH, KSHED L& ik
IR, WIFhDdy A T2 b UETLHAFOTELOY Y IV 7a by 4 T2its
T 5

2. EEXOHS

Tanimori(1994) I2B W Tl, 6)D &) L HAEDOLDO T b ¥ £ TI2BIT 5 FEE %
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o (DX %%, FEXOMFE LTZLDTHEICS K L2013 =1(1960) TH -
720

(7)) ZoIZBVIE, TADPRNLTVDIZED N\,
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ElF, REMICELZ DT TH L. WFRIZE X, ZRDBAEICBWT OIS BE Tk
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EIERZEIZL, ZOHAGOFEE< >TERRTAHAILIZT S, TN, FBETESINS
HOPLIERDL T TATEY NT—=ZIRICEINTDDEA A=V T 5 L) BIRE
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AL b <KRER>EW) A Y bT =7 IZHEETNLERBMCT EHVEZER L LHNT
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ZETHDL LD, MBEVREOLTH L EARSNLERNTH A ) B, ZAFAOWED
BNIZOWTIHZI I TEZEALTIL, UEETRIAENICHETHLZ L xAhb,
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3.3 4 HEEBEXLDERE
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FRTO [13] OEREDOIR R HIZ#T 2T OFI & L TiE, RoOfEfMAIEITs N
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9, KFA978) 2B S, NOLDBHWTH ) 2O FIZIEHHAER S, Mz
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EDLHIBRVDTH-TH IWwE L, wENEERLTIEE LawvEw) ZEFHri
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OFY, [PEREO | PEEIRESINLE, [O] WEATWOL ) 7oAz s b
EWVIIDITTH b,
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LR R DD, LKROLFAOUEZD Co TR TLEEL AT bDH b, Tabb,
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BD<FE>ITE > T, EELAMEZRT DOPZINGE [B] ThH, FHEoOFH FHE
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&, BPEHREITH D LI FTWHT, HROBKRTE &b OHARFELIZO W THEG
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