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Homestays--Participants' Views: Beneficial support and non-beneficial
support for international students in Japan
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Abstract

This paper examines the views of homestay by international students in Japan
based on their experiences, and examines the support provided by homestay.
Three points are taken into account,

1) the degree of student satisfaction,
2) what were positive and beneficial aspects, and what were negative and non-
beneficial points provided by the homestay,
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3) how did the students change their opinions through the first and second
semester.

The research was conducted using questionnaires answered by international
students in Japan; content and statistical analysis methods were used.
The results can be summarized as follows:

1) 86% of students were satisfied with and appreciated the beneficial support
provided by homestay,

2) Students evaluated their homestay as an opportunity to learn and enhance
their level of Communicative Proficiency, Intercultural Contact, Intercultural
Understanding and Intercultural Adaptation whether beneficial or not,

3) Students recognized the homestay experience as an opportunity to develop
Intercultural Adaptation and participate in a warm and kind family environ-
ment, to communicate in Japanese and to understand something of the

culture.

[Keywords] social support, homestay, international students in Japan, evaluation
on homestay based on real experience, beneficial support and non beneficial

support
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