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ABSTRACT

“Adaptation” or “Mimicry” of University Students in the Age of Diversity

TOYOHARA, Kyoko

Konan University

In this paper, we will examine the characteristic subjectivity of contemporary Japanese

university students from the perspective of “mimicry”.

“Mimicry” refers to the behavior of animals and insects that mimic their surroundings,

usually in order to protect themselves from predators or to catch prey.

In the present age, when the importance of diversity has been pointed out, social structures

and norms have loosened, and there may be more than a few young people who try to adapt and

survive by “mimicry,” responding immediately to the surrounding environment and the needs of

others, rather than establishing their own individual identity. In counseling students who have

problems with their subjectivity, it is important to respond with appropriate insight into the nature

of their subjectivity.

Key Words : “mimicry”, adaptation, subjectivity
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