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Practices of Active Learning in Basic Seminar Class for freshmen

—The design and mechanism for the first year education—

KONISHI Yukio

Abstract

In this paper, a new challenging concepted classes titled “General Basic
Seminar Class” for the first-year students conducted by Center for
Education in General Studies of Konan University will be examined in the
aspect of how it is designed for using Active Learning skills. This new
concepted seminar class has very interesting structure which is that students
were mixed from various faculty in order to give students a chance to meet
other students from different background. This is a kind of experience for
them to put themselves in a small-scaled society like circumstance in the
classroom. Under this circumstance, students must develop certain skills
and capabilities for communicating to each other and building a team which
is nowadays strongly required from the society. I will first, discuss what is
the expectation of the bachelor quality and basic skills and capabilities are
needed at the university education level. Then how this seminar class is
designed to exercise Active learning and how to nurture those skills in the
project-based course and how it can be developed the abilities for individual

students for those skills.
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