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From Political Culture Education to Citizenship Education
— Training High School Students to be Significant Formers of a Democratic Society —

IR R
FUJIWARA Kengo

With the decision to lower the age of adulthood to 18 at the fiscal year of 2022, it is an urgent
matter to train high school students to become significant formers of a democratic society. For
this purpose, along with putting citizenship education at the core of education, MEXT should
also clarify the ideal image of a citizen, and establish guidelines for citizenship education to
realize that image. Following those guidelines, local educational administrations must provide
concrete materials to develop extensive citizenship education based on the political culture
education that is currently being implemented. The three important viewpoints in that content
are as follows: First, the education should help students act independently by their own will.
Second, it should help them acquire “metacognition” skills, and raise those “metacognition”
skills to a level beyond the state. Third, it should connect responsible behavior as citizens with

active participation in their own society.
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