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The Nominal Sentence Terminating with a Noun which

Expresses Kinetic State, and its Topic

- Centering on the Sentence 'Eki wa tsugino kado o sasetsu da.', etc. -

A N O
TANIMORI, Masahiro

ABSTRACT

In this paper, the author discusses the Japanese nominal sentence that ends with
a verbal noun. The verbal noun (or gerund) which expresses action, performance,
event, etc., is, in this paper, renamed "kinetic noun" by the author because it can
be observed that it behaves with the linking auxiliary da, not only as a regular
nominal predicate but also as a verb-like predicate. The problem of this newly
proposed type of noun sentence has not been discussed in other research thus far.
The nominal sentence discussed in this paper is as follows: the underlined part
equals the kinetic noun with da in the Japanese sentence.

Eki wa sono kado o sasetsu da.

(lit. The station is a left turn at the corner.)

You can go to the station if you turn to the left at the corner.
The evidence that this type of noun with da behaves, the author considers, as a
verb-like predicate will be shown. For example, it can be preceded by and
modified by an adverbial element which can not modify a regular noun with da, as
an adverbial element must basically modify a verb predicate. Next, the difference
between regular and kinetic noun sentences are investigated by the author. For
example, while a regular noun sentence expresses a past event, a kinetic noun
sentence may express a future event as a plan or schedule, depending on the type
of adverbial element. Also, the cause for the occurrence of this difference will be
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explained by the the essential nature of wa, drawing from the author's previous
research.

KEYWORDS : nominal sentence, kinetic noun, kinetic noun sentence, verbal

noun, gerund
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