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[22] Advantages of Historical Fiction in ESL Classrooms
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Is literature-based - Helps Children “experience” past
- Develops higher level skills

- Introduce quality literature

* Builds self-esteem

- Integrates language skills

Builds background knowledge - Develops cultural knowledge
+ Builds scaffolds and schema
+ Develops historical knowledge

Uses a content-based instruction syllabus + Meaningful communication
- Low affective filter

+ Message vs. form

- Comprehensible input

Offers a bridge to mainstream academic - English language Arts
classes - History
- Geography

Is interdisciplinary -+ Geography

- Science

- Music

+ Drama

- Language Arts
- Math

- Art

- History
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From Learners to Real Readers of Japanese Literature
——This is what we can do now and we are going to improve

the effectiveness and future possibilities of the site for self-study——

The website “Gems of Japanese Literature” presents literary works
for learners of Japanese to improve their reading ability. To make it eas-
ier for Japanese learners to read the website's content, the HTML was
prepared using a support system of pop-up windows to show the mean-
ing of the words. Furthermore, visitors to the website will also find illus-
trations and audio files to enhance their experience.

To monitor the effectiveness of the support system on a learner’s
ability to read and understand on their own, we solicited the cooperation
of ten individuals. The results demonstrate that the support system
works effectively, and that the learners were able to use their previously
learned skills in combination with the support system to enhance their
ability to comprehend the texts.

However, they were only able to grasp the gist of the storylines and
were unable to read between the lines and recognize the details in the
literature. So, to be a real reader of Japanese literature, they must be-
come aware of the background and larger cultural setting hidden in the
story.

As a content creator for the website, the next task is to figure out
what sort of additions to the support system can be made to help the
learners grow to become real readers of Japanese literature.

[Key Words] Japanese literature, reading materials, online learning sup-

port system, learners of Japanese language, readers





