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The Unagi-Sentence as the Prototype of Japanese Nominal Sentences,

and Noun-Concluding Construction Sentences
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Abstract

In this paper, the author provides unique insights into the so-called "unagi-
sentence," and its relation to nominal sentences and noun-concluding construction
sentences. Consideration has been advanced in an original direction about the
relation of wa with the sentence-final noun unagi in the unagi-sentence and the
position of the unagi-sentence in Japanese nominal sentences has been examined.
In fact, it may be said that native speakers of Japanese are using this academically
unsolved type of sentence, without passing through a complicated process of
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sentence creation at all. However, there is finally a sense of its elucidation being
unprovided for years. Thus, the author has continued the examination from a
single angle and considers that wa should be systematically grasped through a
unified analysis for the purpose of discussing the simplest principle. In this paper,
a similarity among all the types of Japanese nominal sentences has been pointed
out through comparison with noun-concluding construction sentence. This paper
also proposes that the unagi-sentence is the prototype of Japanese nominal
sentences, after taking a survey of all Japanese nominal sentences. This
consideration will bring a distinct paradigm shift

Keywords : :wa, unagi-sentence, nominal sentence, noun-concluding construction

sentence
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