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Positioning of "Life" as a Theme in Moral Education in China :
An Analysis of the Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Moral and
Legal Education (2022 Edition)
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Abstract: This paper examines the positioning of “Life” as a theme in moral education in China through
an analysis of the Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Moral and Legal Education (2022 Edition).

Traditional moral education in China aimed at raising awareness of the value of life among students
in the lower grades of elementary school by teaching them ways to protect themselves, including
traffic safety and evacuation procedures. In junior high and high school, students were taught about
substance abuse prevention in relation to life. This approach to moral education is characterized by
in its teachings on life, which focus on protecting oneself from danger. The 2022 edition of the Cur-
riculum Standards for Compulsory Moral and Legal Education, published after bullying became a
social issue, addressed the matter of life in a broader context. These standards demonstrated a new
sense of reverence for life and discussed life in connection with health and safety. Life also came to
be positioned in relation to the law, with the use of the expression “right to life.” Thus, by establish-
ing a subject teaching moral education in conjunction with education on the law, education on life

became established in the context of legal education as well.
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