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A study of the subject in Japanese sentences
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the positioning of the subject which must be the main
ingredient or element of a Japanese sentence. Since an advanced argument has been made about the
Japanese subject for a long time this problem seems to have been making Japanese native speakers
unable to plainly talk about it. Actually, the subject specified by advanced consideration exists
variously. If what the subject is has not been clarified in such academic levels, a step should be
required to make general speakers feel it easy to understand the “subject,” since the language
belongs to those people.

The subject seems to appear as a formality in a sentence at a certain time. It will suddenly
conceal itself if we try to examine it deeply. Thus, the author wants to release the “subject” from
being a difficult and tricky technical term and to secure its status as an everyday language word
which can be practically and plainly used by ordinary speakers.

The conclusion is that the sentence subject is a word that takes the lead in portion of a sentence
showing motions such as an operation, a state, the situation, etc. which the predicate of a sentence
expresses. There are various forms of specifying the subject. It is often omitted. And there are many
forms to display the styles of the subject. Thus, here, the problem of which form or case can

prescribe the subject is not dealt with.

<Key words> the subject, topic, ga-case, the respectful form
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(14) Astaff member is giving a lecture to the president.
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