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The Point of Geographical Education and Entrance Exam Questions in Geography:
On the Consistency between the Governmental Guidelines for Teaching and Senior
High School/University Entrance Exams and the Teacher Employment Test

Fg &3
ITO Yoshifumi

Abstract : The point of geographical education is to let students cultivate their geographical way of
viewing and thinking of local features in relation to the natural surroundings and social
environmental conditions and historical backgrounds. This is also mentioned in the governmental
guidelines for teaching. In order to cultivate the students’ geographical way of viewing and thinking
the teachers give lessons by making the students confirm the location of each area and/or region on
the maps while showing them the geographical expansion. On the other hand, geography teachers
at junior and senior high schools pay attention to how best to teach geography to their students
preparing for senior high school or university entrance examinations. The problem is focused on two
points. One is whether school lessons of geography alone can be enough for the students to pass the
entrance examinations, and the other is whether there is any consistency between entrance
examination questions and school lessons in line with the governmental guidelines for teaching.

In order to make these points clear, I examined the geography questions in some entrance
examinations for senior high school and in the National Center Test for University Admissions. As a
result, two things became clear. One is that there is some consistency between school lessons and
entrance examinations for senior high school and the National Center Test for University
Admissions and the other is that students need to have the more detailed geographical way of
thinking and judging as they study more and more. Then I wondered how much knowledge of
geography is required of university students who want to become social studies teachers after
graduation. And I examined geography questions in the Teacher Employment Test. I analyzed the
geography questions in entrance examinations for senior high school, the National Center Test for
University Admissions and the Teacher Employment Test. As a result, it became clear that studying
geography by finding out the location of some place on the map and by reading the topographical
map is necessary for having the fundamental knowledge of geography and for cultivating the
geographical way of viewing and thinking.

Keyword : geographical education, governmental guidelines for teaching, senior high school entrance
exams, university entrance exams, teacher employment test
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