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The concept and development of “tutor. bunko”
— a Japanese reading practice website for integrated skill development—

MORIKAWA Yuka, NAGASU Mika, HARUNA Noriaki, KITAMURA Tatsuya

Abstract

“tutor.bunko”, (URL:http:/basil.is.konan-u.ac.jp/tutor/bunko/, went public on web in September
2009), is an on-line study support site for Japanese reading comprehension, designed especially
for those from non-kanj (Chinese characters) cultures. The site is equipped with the system to
reduce burdens for non-kanji culture learners to read Japanese writing by using information
technology (IT).

A learner reads the provided reading materials, listens to the sound, write in what he/she
thinks, and performs verbal communications with teachers and others through internet. This
study process is not mere “Japanese reading comprehension practice”, but is aimed at
“Content-based Instruction” in order to help learners acquire intelligently high proficiencies.
The learner also deepens his/her understanding of Japanese language and culture through this
study process.

Also, “tutor.bunko” is a site for teachers as well as for learners, as it is equipped with the
support system to create study materials and share them with others. “tutor.bunko” contributes
to assist both learners and teachers to reduce their burdens by taking advantage of information
technology, and, at the same time, cultivates the learners’ comprehensive Japanese language

proficiencies through actual verbal interaction between people.

Keywords : reading comprehension practice, Content-based Instruction, proficiency, internet,

on-line study support site

(Morikawa, Haruna, Kitamura; Konan University, Nagasu ; Sophia University)



