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Cultural Education in Language Learning

—Focus on Japanese learners who study Korean as a foreign language—

Kim Tae Ho
<Abstract>

In this paper, I will focus on the Japanese who studies Korean as a foreign
language, and explain the teacher's role in ensuring effective cultural education in
language learning.

Because the tendency to value a cultural education was strong in the past to
grasp understanding the ability of the individual learner of didactic works was
emphasized and taught based on the knowledge of linguistics of the teacher.
However, the role of more understanding of Korean culture in addition to the role
assumed by the teacher of the language, the learner's own culture, and a Korean
teacher who can make good use of the learner's mother tongue is needed.

Making good use of the learner's mother tongue is required from a Korean
teacher, especially in the case where the learner's Korean level is in its beginning
stages. For beginning levels in which linguistic competence is low, it is important
to have classes composed of students from a single country so that they have a
shared mother tongue. Teaching the culture to the learner using low level Korean
will not be as effective as teaching it in the learner's mother tongue. In the case of
a high-level Korean class, multinational is not a problem because the teacher can
explain about Korean culture and learner's culture in Korean with a clearer
understanding. However, such an outcome can only be attained by a Korean
teacher who possesses multi-cultural understanding.

Cultural education can be discussed separately as two distinct areas: linguistic
culture and general culture. Linguistic culture and general culture rarely fail to
show interesting differences between one culture and another, and to focus
attention on parts of the Korean culture that a Japanese Korean learner may find
different from Japanese culture. These differences must be acknowledged for both
Korean culture and Japanese culture to be well taught. The extensive comparison
of the two cultures is the basis for the preferred method of educating.

In regard to learning about the linguistic culture, it is preferable for it to be
included in texts for Korean study that focus on conversational skills. This allows
for the making of suitable conversational passages for more complex points of
linguistic cultures that cannot be expressed in text alone as the learner's level of
Korean rises. On the other hand, introducing the general culture in the text for
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Korean study can effectively educate students about culture. When there is a
necessity to address cultural questions outside of the text, they can be answered
through a suitable conversation or an appropriate composition. It will allow for an
effective cultural education in which the learner can experience another culture at

a high level.



